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(2) applauds the 3d Infantry Division for 

continuing to serve with one of the most suc-
cessful combat records of any division of the 
Army; 

(3) commends the 3d Infantry Division for 
continuing to exemplify its motto, ‘‘Nous 
resterons la!’’, which in English means, ‘‘We 
shall remain here!’’; 

(4) honors— 
(A) the memory of the more than 10,000 sol-

diers of the 3d Infantry Division who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice in service to the 
United States; and 

(B) the 55 members of the 3d Infantry Divi-
sion who have received the Medal of Honor, 
a greater number than from any other divi-
sion of the Army; 

(5) expresses, on behalf of the people of the 
United States, gratitude, support, and com-
mitment to all 3d Infantry Division soldiers, 
veterans, and families, both past and 
present; and 

(6) recognizes the esteemed place of the 3d 
Infantry Division in the annals of the his-
tory of the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 341—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING 
NOVEMBER 13, 2017, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL APPRENTICESHIP WEEK’’ 

Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr. HOEVEN) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary : 

S. RES. 341 

Whereas a highly skilled workforce is nec-
essary to compete in the global economy and 
to support economic growth; 

Whereas the national registered appren-
ticeship system established by the Act of Au-
gust 16, 1937 (29 U.S.C. 50 et seq.) (commonly 
known as the ‘‘National Apprenticeship 
Act’’) (referred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘national registered apprenticeship sys-
tem’’), which has existed for over 75 years— 

(1) is an important pathway for workers of 
the United States; 

(2) offers a combination of— 
(A) academic and technical instruction; 

and 
(B) paid, on-the-job, training; 
(3) provides workers of the United States 

credentials that are nationally-recognized 
and industry-recognized; 

(4) leads to higher earnings for apprentices; 
and 

(5) develops a highly skilled workforce for 
the United States; 

Whereas registered apprenticeships— 
(1) are becoming increasingly innovative 

and diverse in— 
(A) design; 
(B) partnerships; 
(C) timeframes; and 
(D) use of emerging educational and train-

ing concepts; and 
(2) will continue to— 
(A) evolve to meet emerging skill essen-

tials and employer requirements; and 
(B) maintain high standards for appren-

tices; 
Whereas the national registered appren-

ticeship system provides education and 
training for apprentices in— 

(1) high-growth sectors, including— 
(A) information technology; 
(B) financial services; 
(C) advanced manufacturing; and 
(D) health care; and 
(2) traditional industries; 
Whereas, according to the Department of 

Labor, the national registered apprentice-
ship system leverages approximately 
$1,000,000,000 in private investment, which re-

flects the strong commitment of the spon-
sors of the national registered apprentice-
ship system; 

Whereas an evaluation of registered ap-
prenticeship programs in 10 States conducted 
by Mathematica Policy Research in 2012 
found that— 

(1) individuals who completed registered 
apprenticeship programs earned over $240,000 
more over their careers than individuals who 
did not participate in registered apprentice-
ship programs; 

(2) the estimated social benefits of each 
registered apprenticeship program (including 
additional productivity of apprentices and 
the reduction in governmental expenditures 
as a result of reduced use of unemployment 
compensation and public assistance) exceed-
ed the costs of each registered apprentice-
ship program by more than $49,000; and 

(3) the tax return on every dollar the Fed-
eral Government invested in registered ap-
prenticeship programs was $27; and 

Whereas celebration of National Appren-
ticeship Week— 

(1) honors industries that use the reg-
istered apprenticeship model; 

(2) encourages expansion of the registered 
apprenticeship model to prepare highly 
skilled workers of the United States; 

(3) recognizes the role the national reg-
istered apprenticeship system has played in 
preparing workers of the United States for 
jobs; and 

(4) promotes conversation about ways the 
national registered apprenticeship system 
can continue to respond to workforce chal-
lenges in the 21st century: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates the 
week beginning November 13, 2017, as ‘‘Na-
tional Apprenticeship Week’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 342—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT STATES, CITIES, 
TRIBAL NATIONS, BUSINESSES, 
AND INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION IN THE UNITED 
STATES SHOULD WORK TO-
WARDS ACHIEVING THE GOALS 
OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT 
Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. 

WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. 
REED) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 342 

Whereas 197 countries have signed the 
Paris Agreement, and 170 countries have 
joined the Paris Agreement; 

Whereas the United States is the only 
country with the intention to withdraw from 
the Paris Agreement; 

Whereas the economy of the United States 
grew by 15 percent between 2005 and 2015 
while net greenhouse gas emissions de-
creased by 11.5 percent during that period; 

Whereas 30 States have adopted renewable 
electricity standard requirements to demand 
clean energy production; 

Whereas 20 States have adopted greenhouse 
gas emissions targets; 

Whereas 20 States have adopted energy ef-
ficiency resource standards; 

Whereas 10 States have adopted zero-emis-
sion vehicle targets; 

Whereas 9 States have implemented the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative to con-
struct a market-based system that sets a cap 
on emissions from the electric sector that 
declines by— 

(1) 2.5 percent per year through 2020; and 
(2) 3 percent per year from 2021 through 

2030; 
Whereas additional States may also soon 

join the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative; 
Whereas 11 States have approved at least 1 

energy efficiency standard for appliances or 
equipment that are not covered by Federal 
standards; 

Whereas 47 cities in the United States have 
adopted 100 percent clean and renewable en-
ergy goals; 

Whereas more than 2,500,000 people in the 
United States work in clean energy in all 50 
States, including in industries relating to— 

(1) wind energy; 
(2) solar energy; 
(3) energy efficiency; and 
(4) advanced hybrid electric vehicles; 
Whereas by 2020 there will be 500,000 people 

in the United States working in the solar 
and wind industries, including roofers, elec-
tricians, and steel workers; 

Whereas the majority of clean energy jobs 
in the United States are blue collar jobs that 
pay well; 

Whereas the ‘‘2017 U.S. Energy and Em-
ployment Report’’ issued by the Department 
of Energy found that there are 5 times as 
many people in the United States working in 
the renewable energy sector than there are 
people in the United States working in fossil 
fuel industries; 

Whereas the establishment of vehicle fuel 
economy emissions standards— 

(1) is the single most significant action 
that has been taken to reduce global warm-
ing pollution; 

(2) has helped create 700,000 domestic jobs 
in the automobile industry of the United 
States since 2009; 

(3) will save consumers in the United 
States a total of $100,000,000,000 at the gas 
pump; and 

(4) will reduce the reliance of the United 
States on foreign oil by 2,500,000 barrels per 
day by 2030; 

Whereas the States, cities, Tribal nations, 
businesses, and institutions of higher edu-
cation of the United States that support the 
objectives of the Paris Agreement represent 
more than half of the economy of the United 
States; and 

Whereas millions of dollars for clean en-
ergy and climate change adaptation resil-
iency in developing countries have been pro-
vided by the United States through contribu-
tions that are— 

(1) private, public, and Federal; and 
(2) made directly, bilaterally, and through 

multilateral institutions: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that the United States— 

(1) should remain a signatory to the Paris 
Agreement; and 

(2) should support policies at the Federal, 
State, and local level that promote the re-
duction of global warming pollution and aim 
to meet the objectives of the Paris Agree-
ment. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 30—EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF CONGRESS WITH RE-
SPECT TO UNITED STATES POL-
ICY TOWARD TIBET AND THAT 
THE TREATMENT OF THE TI-
BETAN PEOPLE SHOULD BE AN 
IMPORTANT FACTOR IN THE 
CONDUCT OF UNITED STATES 
RELATIONS WITH THE PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. RUBIO, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
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GARDNER, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. LEAHY, 
and Mrs. FEINSTEIN) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. CON. RES. 30 

Whereas, on October 17, 2007, His Holiness 
the 14th Dalai Lama (in this resolution re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Dalai Lama’’) was awarded 
the Congressional Gold Medal in recognition 
of his many enduring and outstanding con-
tributions to peace, nonviolence, human 
rights, and religious understanding; 

Whereas, during his Congressional Gold 
Medal acceptance speech, Dalai Lama stated, 
‘‘The time has come for our dialogue with 
the Chinese leadership to progress towards 
the successful implementation of a meaning-
ful autonomy for Tibet, as guaranteed in the 
Chinese constitution and detailed in the Chi-
nese State Council ‘White Paper on Regional 
Ethnic Autonomy of Tibet’.’’; 

Whereas the Dalai Lama continues to ad-
vance the goal of greater understanding, tol-
erance, harmony, and respect among the dif-
ferent religious faiths of the world through 
interfaith dialogue and outreach to other re-
ligious leaders; 

Whereas the Dalai Lama continues to use 
his moral authority to promote the concept 
of universal responsibility as a guiding tenet 
for how human beings should treat one an-
other and the planet we share; 

Whereas, in the ten years since the Dalai 
Lama accepted the Congressional Gold 
Medal, China has implemented increasingly 
repressive policies in Tibet, including— 

(1) travel restrictions against Tibetans and 
United States citizens; 

(2) restrictive regulations on religious af-
fairs; 

(3) censorship of Buddhist literature and 
information; 

(4) demolition of Tibetan Buddhist sites; 
(5) imprisonment of Tibetan prisoners of 

conscience; and 
(6) declarations that ‘‘Decision-making 

power over the reincarnation of the Dalai 
Lama and over the end of survival of his lin-
eage resides with the central government of 
China’’; 

Whereas, on April 15, 2015, the Chinese 
State Council released a white paper entitled 
‘‘Tibet’s Path of Development Is Driven by 
an Irresistible Historical Tide’’, which stated 
that ‘‘there is no prospect of [a high degree 
of autonomy for Tibet] ever coming to pass’’ 
and furthermore stated that Tibet had been 
part of China ‘‘since ancient times’’; 

Whereas in recent years, Tibetan nomads, 
who have lived as nomadic herders on the Ti-
betan Plateau for centuries, have been 
banned from grazing in certain areas of the 
Tibetan Plateau, and hundreds of Tibetan 
herders have been forcibly relocated by Chi-
nese government officials into ‘‘socialist vil-
lages’’; 

Whereas, in September 2017, the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China 
adopted additional restrictive regulations on 
governmental control over the practice of re-
ligion and expressed an intention that the 
government should ‘‘actively guide religion 
to fit within socialist society’’; 

Whereas these 2017 regulations state that 
‘‘religious groups, religious schools, religious 
activity sites and religious citizens shall 
abide by the Constitution, laws, regulations 
and rules; practice the core socialist values; 
[and] preserve the unification of the country, 
ethnic unity and religious harmony and so-
cial stability’’; 

Whereas these 2017 regulations, scheduled 
for implementation by the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China beginning 
February 2018, would explicitly ban unregis-
tered religious groups from teaching about 

religion, establishing religious colleges, 
going abroad to take part in religious train-
ing or gatherings, or otherwise engage in ac-
tivities that ‘‘endanger national security’’; 

Whereas the Department of State stated in 
the 2016 Report on Tibet Negotiations that 
‘‘[t]he Dalai Lama’s representatives and Chi-
nese officials from the United Front Work 
Department have not met directly since the 
ninth round of dialogue in January 2010’’; 

Whereas the 2016 International Religious 
Freedom Report for China published by the 
Department of State stated, ‘‘In the [Tibet 
Autonomous Region] and other Tibetan 
areas, authorities engaged in widespread in-
terference in religious practices, especially 
in Tibetan Buddhist monasteries and nun-
neries.’’; 

Whereas the 2016 Country Reports on 
Human Rights Practices for China published 
by the Department of State stated, ‘‘Under 
the professed objectives of controlling border 
areas, maintaining social stability, com-
bating separatism, and extracting natural 
resources, the government engaged in the se-
vere repression of Tibet’s unique religious, 
cultural, and linguistic heritage by, among 
other means, strictly curtailing the civil 
rights of the Tibetan population, including 
the freedoms of speech, religion, association, 
assembly, and movement.’’; 

Whereas, since 2009, 150 Tibetans have self- 
immolated to protest against China’s rule in 
Tibet and most Tibetans publicly call for the 
return of the Dalai Lama to Tibet; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China has refused to allow an 
independent investigation into the causes of 
the self-immolations and has instead 
criminalized them, by imprisoning the sur-
vivors and collectively punishing the rel-
atives, friends, and villagers of the self-im-
molators, as documented by the Inter-
national Campaign for Tibet; 

Whereas Congress has a long history of 
support for Tibet, including— 

(1) declaring that the United States should 
make the Tibet issue a higher policy pri-
ority; 

(2) declaring that the United States should 
urge China to establish a constructive dia-
logue with the Dalai Lama; 

(3) requiring Voice of America and Radio 
Free Asia to begin broadcasts in the Tibetan 
language; 

(4) mandating that Tibet be listed sepa-
rately in the annual Country Reports on 
Human Rights published by the Department 
of State; 

(5) requiring a report from the Department 
of State on the state of negotiations between 
the representatives of the Tibetan people and 
the Government of the People’s Republic of 
China; 

(6) establishing educational and cultural 
exchange programs with Tibet; 

(7) providing humanitarian, food, medical, 
vocational training, primary and secondary 
education, and other assistance to Tibetan 
refugees; 

(8) funding programs to promote and pre-
serve Tibetan culture and the resilience of 
Tibetan communities in India and Nepal; 

(9) funding a scholarship program for Ti-
betan refugees to study in the United States; 

(10) providing assistance to non-govern-
mental organizations working to preserve 
the Tibetan environment and cultural tradi-
tions; and 

(11) appropriating funds for National En-
dowment for Democracy programs related to 
Tibet; 

Whereas section 901(b)(6) of the Foreign 
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 
1990 and 1991 (Public Law 101–246; 104 Stat. 80) 
stated that United States policy toward 
China should be explicitly linked with the 
situation in Tibet, specifically including — 

(1) lifting martial law in Lhasa and other 
parts of Tibet; 

(2) opening Tibet to foreigners, including 
the press and international human rights or-
ganizations; 

(3) releasing Tibetan political prisoners; 
and 

(4) conducting negotiations between rep-
resentatives of His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
and the Government of the People’s Republic 
of China; 

Whereas the Tibetan Policy Act of 2002 
(subtitle B of title VI of Public Law 107–228; 
22 U.S.C. 6901 note), signed into law on Sep-
tember 30, 2002— 

(1) established United States principles 
with respect to human rights, religious free-
dom, political prisoners, and economic devel-
opment projects in Tibet; 

(2) established in statute the position of 
the Special Coordinator for Tibetan Issues in 
the Department of State; 

(3) established annual reporting require-
ments on Sino-Tibetan negotiations and 
safeguarding Tibet’s distinct cultural iden-
tity, both by the Secretary of State and by 
the congressionally established Congres-
sional-Executive Commission on China; 

(4) mandated the provision of Tibetan lan-
guage training to interested foreign service 
officers; 

(5) required Federal officials to raise issues 
of religious freedom and political prisoners; 
and 

(6) urged the Secretary of State to seek es-
tablishment of an office in Lhasa; and 

Whereas it is in line with United States na-
tional security interests and values to op-
pose China’s increasingly repressive policies 
toward Tibet and work towards a negotiated 
solution: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that it should be the policy of 
the United States to— 

(1) make the treatment of the Tibetan peo-
ple an important factor in the conduct of 
United States relations with the People’s Re-
public of China; 

(2) consistent with the Tibetan Policy Act 
of 2002 (subtitle B of title VI of Public Law 
107–228; 22 U.S.C. 6901 note)— 

(A) encourage the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China to enter into a dia-
logue with the Dalai Lama or his representa-
tives leading to a negotiated agreement with 
respect to Tibet; 

(B) publicly call for the immediate and un-
conditional release of all those held prisoner 
for expressing their political or religious 
views in the Tibet Autonomous Region and 
other Tibetan areas; and 

(C) establish an office in Lhasa, Tibet, to 
assist visiting United States citizens and to 
monitor political, economic, and cultural de-
velopments in Tibet; 

(3) appoint the Special Coordinator for Ti-
betan Issues at the rank of Under Secretary 
of State; 

(4) revoke appropriate privileges of any 
Chinese official found to be responsible for 
impeding access of United States citizens, 
including Tibetan-Americans, to Tibet and 
ensure that reciprocal visa processing meas-
ures are occurring in accordance with the 
rules and regulations of the Department of 
State; 

(5) continue to designate China as a coun-
try of particular concern pursuant to section 
402 of the International Religious Freedom 
Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6442(b)); and 

(6) engage with appropriate officials of the 
Government of the People’s Republic of 
China to— 

(A) stop the demolition of Tibetan Bud-
dhist religious institutions; 

(B) revise religious and travel regulations 
to conform with international human rights 
standards; and 
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(C) ensure that Tibetan nomads are al-

lowed to continue their way of life on the Ti-
betan Plateau, which they have helped to 
preserve for centuries, and are not forcibly 
relocated into ‘‘socialist villages’’. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1586. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. MCCAIN) 
proposed an amendment to the resolution S. 
Res. 279, reaffirming the commitment of the 
United States to promote democracy, human 
rights, and the rule of law in Cambodia. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 1586. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
MCCAIN) proposed an amendment to 
the resolution S. Res. 279, reaffirming 
the commitment of the United States 
to promote democracy, human rights, 
and the rule of law in Cambodia; as fol-
lows: 

In the preamble, strike the tenth whereas 
clause and insert the following: 

Whereas the National Democratic Institute 
(NDI), the International Republican Insti-
tute (IRI), and other nongovernmental orga-
nizations that advance United States policy 
objectives abroad have a long history in 
Cambodia and respect unique cultural, his-
torical, and religious differences when pro-
moting policies, engaging local partners, and 
building capacity for civil society, democ-
racy, and good governance; 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I have 6 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, November 16, 2017, at 12 
p.m., in SR–216 to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, November 
16, 2017, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing 
on the following nominations: John C. 
Rood, of Arizona, to be Under Sec-
retary for Policy, and Randall G. 
Schriver, of Virginia, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary, both of the Department 
of Defense. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, November 16, 2017, 
at 10 a.m., in SH–216 to conduct a hear-
ing on the bill entitled ‘‘Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, November 

16, 2017, at 10 a.m., in SD–226 to conduct 
a hearing on S. 2070 and the following 
nominations: Leonard Steven Grasz, of 
Nebraska, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Eighth Circuit, Terry A. 
Doughty, to be United States District 
Judge for the Western District of Lou-
isiana, Terry Fitzgerald Moorer, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of Alabama, Mark 
Saalfield Norris, Sr., to be United 
States District Judge for the Western 
District of Tennessee, and Scott W. 
Brady, to be United States Attorney 
for the Western District of Pennsyl-
vania, and Andrew E. Lelling, to be 
United States Attorney for the District 
of Massachusetts for the term of four 
years, both of the Department of Jus-
tice. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Select Committee on Intel-

ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
November 16, 2017, at 2 p.m., in SH–219 
to conduct a closed hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OCEANS, ATMOSPHERE, 
FISHERIES, AND COAST GUARD 

The Subcommittee on Oceans, At-
mosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard 
of the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, November 16, 2017, 
at 10 a.m., in SR–253 to conduct closed 
hearing entitled ‘‘Coast Guard Readi-
ness: How Far Can We Stretch Our Na-
tion’s Only Multi-Mission, Military.’’ 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Abby 
Hollenstein and Laura Nowell, law 
clerks at the Judiciary Committee, be 
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REAFFIRMING THE COMMITMENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES TO PRO-
MOTE DEMOCRACY, HUMAN 
RIGHTS, AND THE RULE OF LAW 
IN CAMBODIA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 257, S. Res. 279. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 279) reaffirming the 
commitment of the United States to pro-
mote democracy, human rights, and the rule 
of law in Cambodia. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution, 
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an 
amendment to strike all after the re-
solving clause and insert the part 
printed in italic, and with an amend-
ment to strike the preamble and insert 
the part printed in italic, as follows: 

S. RES. 279 

Whereas Prime Minister Hun Sen has been in 
power in Cambodia since 1985 and is the longest- 
serving leader in Southeast Asia; 

Whereas the Paris Peace Accords in 1991 pro-
vided a vital framework, supported by the inter-
national community, intended to help Cambodia 
undertake a transition to democracy, including 
through elections and multiparty government; 

Whereas the United States Government, for 
more than 25 years, has provided hundreds of 
millions of dollars in development aid and other 
types of assistance to the people of Cambodia 
and funded work in areas including civil soci-
ety, capacity building for nongovernmental or-
ganizations (NGOs), global health, and the 
Khmer Rouge Tribunal; 

Whereas, despite decades of international at-
tention and assistance to promote a pluralistic, 
multi-party democratic system in Cambodia, the 
Government of Cambodia continues to be 
undemocratically dominated by the ruling Cam-
bodia People’s Party (CPP), which controls 
every agency and security apparatus of the 
state; 

Whereas the leadership of Cambodia’s security 
forces, including all of its top military and po-
lice commanders, sit on the Central Committee 
of the Politburo of the CPP; 

Whereas the CPP controls Cambodia’s par-
liament and can pass legislation without any 
opposition, and has often passed laws that ben-
efit its rule and weaken the capacity of the op-
position to challenge it; 

Whereas each of the five elections that have 
taken place in Cambodia since 1991 were not 
conducted in circumstances that were free and 
fair, and each were marked by fraud, intimida-
tion, violence, and the government’s misuse of 
legal mechanisms to weaken opposition can-
didates and parties; 

Whereas, in 2015, the CPP-controlled par-
liament passed the ‘‘Law on Associations and 
Non-Governmental Organizations’’, known as 
LANGO, which gave the government sweeping 
powers to revoke the registration of NGOs found 
to be operating with a political bias in a blatant 
attempt to restrict the legitimate work of civil 
society; 

Whereas, since the passage of LANGO, the In-
terior Ministry has announced that it was 
surveilling several civil society organizations 
and their employees for allegedly aiding Cam-
bodia’s opposition party, the Cambodia National 
Rescue Party (CNRP); 

Whereas both the National Democratic Insti-
tute (NDI) and the International Republican In-
stitute (IRI) have a long history in Cambodia, 
engaging local partners and building capacity 
for civil society, democracy, and good govern-
ance; 

Whereas, on August 23, 2017, Cambodia’s Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs ordered the closure of 
NDI and the expulsion of its foreign staff on al-
legations that it had violated LANGO and was 
conspiring against Prime Minister Hun Sen; 

Whereas, on September 15, 2017, Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen called for the withdrawal of all 
volunteers from the United States Peace Corps, 
which has operated in Cambodia since 2006 with 
500 United States volunteers providing English 
language and healthcare training; 

Whereas the Government of Cambodia in 2016 
arrested four senior staff members of the Cam-
bodian Human Rights and Development Asso-
ciation (ADHOC), as well as a former ADHOC 
staff member and official on the National Elec-
tion Committee (NEC), and held them in pre- 
trial detention for 427 days until released on 
bail on June 29, 2017, in the wake of sustained 
international pressure; 

Whereas the Government of Cambodia ar-
rested activist and women’s rights defender Tep 
Vanny in August 2016 and has kept her in pris-
on for over a year; 

Whereas the prominent Cambodian political 
commentator Kem Ley was assassinated on July 
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